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Architecture as a relation between “a setting of things” and “the habitation within and around”.

s - R (2025)

Pattern, Language, Setting: A Glossary of City Spaces in Hong Kong (2025)



Instrumentation
SATB Mixed Choir (12, 6, 2, 2)

Pere. I: vibraphone, bass drum, suspended cymbal, maracas, bamboo wind chimes, ceramic cup, chopsticks,

rainstick, rice bowl (higher pitched).
Pere. 1I: vibraphone, tam-tam, suspended cymbal, metal wind chimes, crotales, ocean drum.

Pere. III: glockenspiel, suspended cymbal, 2 bongos (higher pitched, lower pitched), crotales, maracas, small
Waldteufel, triangle, rice bowl (lower pitched).

Spatialization

The ensemble should be spatialized as below at Loke Yew Hall, Main Building, HKU.
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Old City Space, 1997]

You always know how to survive harsh conditions,
carving a multifarious world within closed quarters
creating an open space where there is no courtyard,
a garden on the tin roof where there is no earth.
The foothold may not be firm, but for all the years
you constantly build around you a place to reslt.

Be it iron cage or Serene Court, the names don’t match.

The outside is the inside, and you have the ocean in a small fridge.
Scattered tables and chairs of food stalls block all paths to serenity.
All day long, mobile hawkers take care of appetites along the lane.
Canvas cots put together at night shape our daily secrets.

Stretching in limited space, future plants grow from bottles and cans.

Translated by Leung Ping Kwan with Kit Kelen, Debby Sou Vai Keng, Chris Song Zijiang, Iris Fan Xing of the
Issociation of Stories in Macao
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Text by LEUNG, Ping-kwan (1949-2013
Old City Space #i2e[H] (1997

concrete/ jung]e
iR

for spatialized mixed choir and percussion trio
written for HKU Chamber Singers and The Up::

trike Project

"I can take any emply space and call it a bare stage.
A man walks across this empty spa

whilst someone else is watching him,

and this is all that is needed for an act of theatre 10 be engaged."

Peter Brook, The Empty Space (1968), p. 1

@ Prologue: To Resonate (Free Tempo)

Choir and Conductor shall wander in the Hall, and they shall be indistinguishable from the audience.

LAIL Hok Lam (b. 2003,
Spring 2026

Pere. I enters the Hall from Exit I, with a rainstick in hand. Pere. I revolves around the setting
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If staggering is required, fade out slowly to niente by the end of the breath, and re-enter with a fade in (i.c. from niente) to the assigned dynamic marking.

v the boxed text as fast as possible, while still being comprehensible, at the duration marked by the arrow —
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%3 Directions for Choir
Chor pepeat the fragnint enclosed in the repeat sign.and disseninate into the audience group by group. while the Conductor and
Pere, 11T and the Conduetor will stay put in this section. Pere. 1T stay put. Group | leaves after at the 3" evele, Group 11 at the 5" eycle, Group 111 at the 8

when leaving and remain at that dynamic le vel Only start dimuendo u/rwn/w at the 10'

Pere. 1 & I repeat the fragment enclosed in the repeat sign for fi
while Pere. Il repeats for fifteen cycles. Dimuendo all the way to niente

Only dimuendo slightly to pii

»m the start. The piece shall end at the 15 cycle.







