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MASTERCLASS PARTICIPANTS

Irene Lam is a third-year music-major student at The University of 
Hong Kong. Lam received violin and piano instruction under Alice 
Chan and Sin-wai Wong respectively. She is a recipient of multiple 
scholarships and awards, including the HKU Music Scholarship 
scheme, the Helen Moore Music Prize, the IYMMC Vienna 
International Young Musicians Competition (piano solo; 1st prize), and 
the Hong Kong Schools Music Festival. Lam currently studies under 
the guidance of eminent Hongkong pianist, Rhythmie Wong, as part 
of HKU Music’s Advanced Music Performance course.

Akira Shimamura is a fourth-year law student at The University of 
Hong Kong. Remarkably, Shimamura is largely self-taught as a pianist. 
While retaining interest a wide range of stylistic orientations in music 
(classical, rock, jazz to pop), Shimamura demonstrates a natural 
proclivity for solo piano music from the Romantic era, in particular 
the works of Robert Schumann, Franz Liszt and Frédéric Chopin. He 
has performed in masterclass setting at HKU for the Chinese pianist, 
Niu Niu, and currently benefits from tutelage under eminent 
Hongkong pianist, Linda Yim, as part of HKU Music’s Advanced Music 
Performance course.
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Dr. Poom Prommachart received his Bachelor of Music, 
Master of Music, and Artist Diploma at the Royal College of 
Music in London on a full scholarship sponsored by the late 
Princess of Thailand. He went on to obtain the most prestigious 
Tagore Gold Medal, which was handed to him by His Majesty 
King Charles III, King of the United Kingdom. Recently in May 
2023, his performances of Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto no.3 and 
Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy were awarded the Best Solo 
Performance Instrumental-Music by the BOH Cameronian 18th 
Arts Awards — a notable achievement for a Thai pianist to win

this award in Malaysia. Dr. Poom is currently a Steinway Artist, Creative Music Director of Tutan 
Entertainment, Artistic Director of the Steinway Youth Piano Competition in Thailand and an Elite 
Fellow of Universiti Malaya’s Music Faculty. He currently resides in Malaysia but actively travels to 
different parts of the world for performances, collaborations and adjudications.

Dr. Poom Prommachart


